MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLBMAGNE

But Orestes, who refused to give land to the soldiers,1 was
massacred, and their general Odoacer2 was proclaimed king by the
troops. He was opposed only by Romulus Augustulus, the son of
Orestes, whom he sent to the villa of Lucullus on Cape Miscno (476).

Zeno, Emperor of the East, went so far as to recognize Odoacer
as a patrician of the Empire. As a matter of fact, nothing was
changed; Odoacer was an Imperial functionary.

In 488, in order to get the Ostrogoths out of Pannonia, where
they threatened the Empire,3 Zeno sent them to conquer Italy,
employing Germans against Germans, after granting their king
Theodoric the tide of patrician. In 489 the battle of Verona was
fought, in 490 the battle of the Adda, and finally, in 493, Odoacer
was captured and assassinated in Ravenna. Theodoric, being duly
authorized by Zeno, took over the government of Italy, while
remaining king of his people, who were settled in accordance with
the principle of the tertia. After this, there was not again an
Emperor in the West (except for a moment, in the 6th century)
until the reign of Charlemagne. As a matter of fact, the whole of
the West was a mosaic of Barbarian kingdoms: Ostrogoths in
Italy, Vandals in Africa, Suevi in Galicia, Visigoths in Spain and
to the south of the Loire, and Burgundi in the valley of die RJionc,
That portion of Northern Gaul which had remained Roman under
Syagrius was conquered by Clovis in 486. He overwhelmed the
Alamans in the valley of the Rhine and drove the Visigoths into
Spain. Lastly, the Anglo-Saxons had established themselves in
Britain. Thus, at the beginning of the 6th century there was not
an inch of soil in the West still subject to the Emperor, Ac first

11. SCHMIDT, op. dt., p. 317. The Imperial granaries could not revktual
them. Once more we see the importance of the Mediterranean* They wanted
to settle down and still remain Roman soldiers,

2 On August 23rd, 476, Odoacer commanded, not a people, but troops of
many nationalities. He was a king, but not a national king. He seised power
by means of a military pronunciamento. Odoacer sent the Imperial insignia
back to Constantinople; he did no!: take them for himself*

8 L. tiSbHEN, 7p. dt., p. 45. Although they were settled there as allies
after the death of Attila, they threatened Constantinople in 487 (ibid^ p, 46).
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